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Florida Statute 1001.03 (17) 

  The State Board of Education, in consultation 
with the Board of Governors and the 
Department of Economic Opportunity, shall 
adopt a unified state plan to improve K-20 
STEM education and prepare students for 
high-skill, high-wage, and high-demand 
employment in STEM and STEM-related 
fields. 

  A committee is working on this at the state 
level. 



S.T.E.M. Implications 

  Much of the focus for 
STEM is on how it will 
benefit students after 
high school and 
college.  
  Workforce to help 

Florida’s economy. 
  Career and Technical 

Education have STEM 
Curriculum Frameworks 



Career and Adult Education 

  Florida is taking a systematic approach to 
identifying “STEM” career and technical 
education programs based on STEM 
occupations. The following programs lead 
directly to STEM occupations or are included 
in a career path that leads to a STEM 
occupation identified through national and state 
research and labor market information. 

  Include CTE teachers and faculty if they are 
not already involved. 

http://www.fldoe.org/workforce/dwdframe/stem_cluster_frame13.asp  



Florida College System Alignment 
Plans 
  The Division of Florida Colleges will recruit 

faculty to review the Common Core State 
Standards and compare them to 
requirements for entry-level mathematics 
courses. 
  The work will help create a crosswalk. 

  Faculty will be asked to use 
  Course descriptions, syllabi, textbooks, course 

objectives, Common Core State Standards, and 
the Postsecondary Readiness Competencies  
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Things to Keep In Mind 



Statewide Course Numbering 
System 

http://scns.fldoe.org/scns/public/pb_index.jsp 



Statewide Course Numbering 
System 

  Thought of more for 
use with the 
“guaranteed transfer” 
of a course to another 
institution; however 
course descriptions 
can be used as a 
starting point for future 
work or reviewed to 
ensure the curriculum 
frameworks already 
created still match it. 
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Postsecondary Education 
Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) 



Section 1008.30, Florida Statutes 

The common placement testing program shall 
include at a minimum the following: the 
capacity to diagnose basic competencies in 
the areas of English, reading, and 
mathematics which are essential to perform 
college-level work… 
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Postsecondary Education Readiness 
Test (P.E.R.T.) 
  The Postsecondary Education Readiness Test 

(P.E.R.T.) is Florida’s common placement test.  
  The P.E.R.T. has been aligned with the 

Postsecondary Readiness Competencies. 
  This test is used by all 28 Florida colleges to 

determine if a student is ready for college credit 
courses in reading, writing and math. 
  School districts may use P.E.R.T. to fulfill the 

requirement to administer a postsecondary readiness 
assessment to 11th grade students. 
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Postsecondary Education 
Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) 

  P.E.R.T Facts 
  Launched October 2010 
  Computer adaptive test (C.A.T.) 
  25 operational questions on each subtest plus 

5 field test questions 
  Assessment system, includes: 

  Placement 

  Diagnostics (2 levels per subject area) 
  Almost a million assessments administered. 
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P.E.R.T Placement Scores 

  A student must meet or exceed the 
established cut-scores to demonstrate 
college-readiness. 
  Mathematics –113 
  Reading –104 
  Writing – 99 

  Scale 50-150 
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Course Placement 
  Students are placed into courses according to 

ACT, SAT, CPT, or P.E.R.T. scores, highest 
score per subtest  

  Pursuant to s. 1008.30, F.S., State Board of 
Education Rule 6A-10.0315 establishes 
minimum scores for college readiness 

  Students who do not meet the minimum state 
established scores must remediate before taking 
college credit courses in the area of the 
deficiency 



Including P.E.R.T. 

  Important to consider all standards and 
expectations of each level. 

  P.E.R.T. blueprints and the standards are 
available online and should be reviewed if the 
assessment is used by 2 of the 3 groups. 

  Each group should be familiar with the entry-
level expectations of the other. 

  P.E.R.T. standard setting will take place this 
semester.   
  Strongly encourage at least 1 member to 

participate. 
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Goals of Grant 

  Increase faculty knowledge and awareness 
of the Common Core State Standards 

  Promote strong collaboration and alignment 
between the higher education institutions and 
the K-12 sector   

  Support the implementation and use of the 
Common Core State Standards and 
assessments to drive higher levels of college 
readiness among students, and ultimately 
greater college completion.  



Vision 

  Create dedicated, local college-readiness faculty 
and teacher teams who are knowledgeable 
about Common Core State Standards, PARCC 
and college-readiness 

  Teams will be able to  
  Have in-depth discussions on  

  local high school to college transition issues  
  college-readiness and alignment 
  challenges and successes pertaining to Common Core State 

Standards implementation 
  the PARCC assessment  

  Train and inform others through presentations and 
meetings 

  Share best practices during regional and statewide 
conferences for Core to College.   



2012 Projects 
  Regional College Readiness/Success course 

trainings 
  Faculty participation in trainings held for high school 

teachers 
  Creating Core Teams 

  Interested faculty are forming teams of 4-5 for long-term 
participation (Ongoing) 

  Institution College Readiness Conference 
  Edison State College served as pilot 

  Common Core State Standard State Institutes 
(Summer 2012) 
  Faculty members attended Orlando Institute. 

  Regional Curriculum Mapping Trainings 
  College faculty attend trainings for districts focused on 

blended curriculum for the 2013-2014 academic year. 



Future Projects 
  CCSS Higher Education Institute 

  An opportunity for college faculty to gain an in-
depth understanding of the CCSS. 

  Collaboration between teacher preparation 
program faculty and liberal arts and sciences 
faculty. 

  Creating Core Teams 
  Interested faculty are forming teams of 4-5 for 

long-term participation (Ongoing) 
  Core to College Summit 

  Opportunity for colleges and districts to come 
together and alignment and collaboration ideas. 



Support for Goals and Projects 

  Professional development for both faculty 
and teachers 

  Webinars on CCSS, PARCC 
  Website to share resources 
  Core Faculty listserv 
  Core to College newsletter  
  Resources for Core Faculty to deliver CCSS/

PARCC sessions at their institution 



Collaboration and Alignment Grant 
  Challenges postsecondary institutions to  

  Offer multiple opportunities for college faculty and 
secondary teachers to discuss college readiness, 
share best-practices, work on curriculum alignment, 
and take part in activities that increase knowledge and 
use of the CCSS and PARCC; 

  Promote alignment around the CCSS in areas 
including, but not limited to, academic courses and 
standards, data accountability, and teacher 
development (pre-service and in-service); 

  Establish a Core to College team to discuss the 
CCSS, PARCC, and curricular alignment;  

  Develop and share instructional strategies and 
activities that increase knowledge of the CCSS and 
PARCC and promote curriculum alignment 



College Readiness Conference 

  Limited funds are available for institutions to 
hold a College Readiness Conference. 

  Conference must include district personnel, 
teachers, faculty, and administrators. 

  Agenda should include overview of student 
data, Common Core, and an opportunity to 
discuss college-readiness issues. 
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Next Steps 



Get Started 

  The Division of Florida Colleges and Board of 
Governors do not dictate curriculum. 
  Work should be reviewed and approved through 

proper institution channels. 
  Now that alignment of postsecondary 

curriculum is complete, begin implementing. 
  Start small with a few components and continue to 

include more. 



Tips for Getting Started 
  Implement. 

  Begin with the frameworks you have in place  
  Will not know if it works until attempts are made 

  Restructure goals and meetings to include 
actionable next steps and benchmarks. 
  Give serious thought to what you want to accomplish 

and how you will do it. 
  Everyone should leave with a task or component they 

will implement. 

  Begin internally tracking students. 
  Make note of your students and ask where they are 

going.  



Tips for Getting Started 
  Promote your network. 

  Tell colleagues and students. 

  Get plugged in! 
  Join state listservs,  
  Follow Common Core and PARCC developments. 
  Sign up for standards and assessment reviews. 

  Explore. 
  Ask to be included in district trainings.  
  Identify and connect with local STEM businesses. 

  Connect. 
  Form small contact groups – district, college, university 
  Establish content leads and have regular lead meetings to 

discuss progress. 



Establishing Connections 

  Write your name, e-mail address, and area 
(district, college, university) on two sheets of 
paper. 

  During your content meeting this afternoon, 
form core groups of three. 

  Your group members can serve as your 
direct point of contact for general 
communication, questions, and opportunities. 



Contact Information 

Cassandra Brown, Coordinator of 
Postsecondary Readiness 

Division of Florida Colleges 
325 W. Gaines Street, Suite 1532 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399  

(850) 245-7823 
Cassandra.Brown@fldoe.org  


